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| \/ECTORY THROUGH CONSENSUS

By TOM WICKER
Special to The New York Times

. :the Republican party given to iam-!
¢.bile pentameter, it would want,
these days only some- lean and

o hungry Cassius to whisper to some

- unsettled Brutus: :

i “Why, man, he doth bestrzde the” !

narrow world, ‘

.. Like a Colossus, and .we petty
Meh

< Walk under his huge legs, und
peep about

= To [find ourselves dishonorable

[ graves,” / :

v

P

R

i

And as 'twas asked in ancient

.- Rome, so it might be wondered

L. now: .

Lo “In the names of all the godv at-

a once,

Upou what meat doth this our

Caesar feed

That he is grown so great?”

Just three months after the in-
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[ auguration of Lyndon B. Johnson

\r for a full term of his own, it
: really does seem sometimes that
. Washington's “wide walls encom-
Apa':sed but one man,” just .as|
L :Rome's in the day of Caesar. To
i shift the idiom to Texas, the Pres- !
’ ident is in tall cotton and eatmg
]urrh on the hog.
: Like Old Man River, hxs legis-
! lative program just kceps rolling
zL'along Education, with its great

¢ potential for a divisive church-;
. state uproar, has been passed in '

peacc Medical care for the aged is
gpover the ancient hurdle of the

; dispute on details, the prospect is
(the major hill on voting rights,
|, Beyond that unfolds the prospect
. of one of the ‘most cxtensive yec-
sords of leglslatwe achievement in
j-any session of Congress,

! Blissful Scene .

Elsewhere in the nation, Mr.
Johnson surveys a blissful scene-——
“save for the uncertain prospect
of a troubled summer of racial

‘unrest.. The Republican party lies
“in tatters at his fect, still riven

on ideology and without a natural |-

House of Representatives. Despite '

for passage w1thout filibuster of .

flcader Mr, Johnson's business sup- -
;port also appcars to -be holding .
firm. Public opinion polls show his .

populanty at a high level,
/private polls mdlcsan\mzedeg—
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‘islative .successes are, laying the .

| [Dircctor- John Macy is

LUl .IJL.IH-
ac1atic campaigns in the 1966
Congressional elections. |

Even in his own Admintstmhon,
he gaps have been filled. A scrics
pf major appointments, coming
lowly but mecting a high degree
pf public approval, have recast the |
{ennedy Administration into the |
- Fohnson Administration with littie '
:preak in continuity and no appar-
| pnt party resentments,

These appointments have brought
Bocretary of Commerce John T.
Connor, Seccretary of the Treas- .
iry Henry H. Fowler, Attorney

L

:[reneral Nicholas deB. Katzenbach
.fjnd Under Secretary of State
:fhomas C. Mann into positions

{ new influence. The appointment
his week of Admiral Willia
Raborn to nedd the CongeTotal
ligence Agency not only met with
Congressional approval
niay bring a new effectiveness tos
that controversial organization.
Mr. Johnson still has a number
of appointments to make—mnotahly
of ambassadors—but he has filled:
out the major offices and staffed.
the regulatory agencics with geou-
‘ferally impressive men., His White
Housc staff appears to have be-!
come an effective unit, and Ad-

ent hunt headed by Civil Service,
going well. -
| Abroad, the scene is less en-
couraging, but except in Vietnam,
scarcely alarming.. .

ern alliance is badly in need

n Rritain and West Germany, and

n - -all-too-certain - Government in
France. Major advances in Soviet-

American reistions can hardly be
pifected until the new Soviet Gov-
Prnment  establishes its positions
mou_ clearly and while Vietnam
s in_ crisis,

“There is plenty of potential trou-

ome of the fierier “uncommitted”
Eations like Indonesia. The Congo

[o offset these pxoblems the Alli-

.-‘,.__._‘,.-.,)‘ b e —

.

but- also,

{ Iministration sourccs say the tal-!

ance fo; Pm"xcss apparently - is choices that could Mt (ais pml '

'havmg greater cffnct in Latin
! America.. :

1 ‘None of Mr. Jo]‘m‘hns varlous :
1foz'elg'n ent’mglemcn(s seem
‘threaten him wilh extensive frou-
‘ble at home, cxcept Vietnam, Even
(on that -explosive issue, Mr. John~
{son has managed to put together
-an uneasy’ conscnsus -of support,
‘particnlarly since his offer to ne-
.gotiate. But there is little room
-for maneuver. The Republicans in

|

to of confused admlm-,tlatmn and pod

_program has crught Cougressiona

.most publicized program,

Congress have niade it plain that:

‘they will " attack anything they
constrie as “retreat” in Southeast
Asia, Yot a shooting war on the
Asian mainiand would probably be
unpopular and would put a sharp
ceiling on Mr, Johnson's ambitious
domestic program,

,Trouhle' Spots

i

‘at the moment seriously
threaten Mr. Johnson's standing as
an American colossus. But there
are other situations that offer

varying degrecs of potential trou-

ble, for. instance: “
i (1) The REeohomy.: Inflationary
‘possibilities abound. 1n particular,

‘a.steel wage: sottlement and -a steel”
Price.-rise beyond. the! Adwministra-

‘tion's. guidelines would - confroni
M. Johnson. with-hard s political

The West- .

'L repair, but the task probahly .
cannot be undertaken now in any’
i fease, thh uncertain Governientsa

ble in the Middle East and with-.

nd Cyprus crises continue. But’

.mitting state right fo-work laws,

.and could put Mr.,

ccustomed to the sight of Lyndou)

Vietnam alone, in’ shozt seems ;
to-

tion with labur or business, of
both : |
(2) Poverty, I.nm casing evidéne

litical influences in the poverty

attention. A major seandal or a
Congressional crackdown - would]
retflect sharply on Mr. Johnson'd

(3) Labor, The mnions arce de
manding both an increase in thd
minimum waged and the repeal of
a Taft-Hartley law provision per-

Both issues are pol‘l':’\"‘?ﬂy explosivd
WJohnsen in the
position of having to offend ecither
labor or busincss, supporters.

But Washington is getting acd

Johnson picking his way, und
scratched, through thorny thicket
like these. And there is not muc
doubt about what mcat this Caesar
feeds on. It is politics-—-a mastery]
of the art so sensitive as to make]
a radar-antenna scem obsolete.

The uneasy 1&ft wing of his own
party has becn stilied with per-
formance—the school Bbill, medid
care and the compelling speech
on voling rights during the Selma)
¢risis, The business community, s
waye suapxdous of Democmtic

. Cantinued
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'i'x'esiclents, has been brought

s-around by the emphasis on econ-
cmy, by such appointments as those
of Mr. Connor and Mr, Fowler, by
+the tax eut and its accompanying
o rhetoric about economic prowth
and free enterprise and by such
¢ astute exercises as the “voluntary”
s program to right the Imbalance
« of payments. The Republicans,
w.reduced nearly to impotence by
- the disastrous campaign of Barry
- Goldwater, have scarcely found an
: opening.

. Opposition Stifled

The best features of a'Repub--

- lican medical care plan were ab-
“sorbed into the Democratic bill.
‘First-year appropriation ‘requests
for the major Johnson prograni
have been kept low enough to muf-
fle Republican . cries of pain. On
the other hand, the support of old
Republican heads
Everett McKinley Dirksen of Illi-

- nois- and Representative William
. McCulloch of Ohio has been as-

" siduously sought on and fulsomoly
praised in the crucial voting rights

* situation, - This week, that noble

Republican natne, Henry Cabot
- Louge, was dispatched -abroad
again, not least to add a little

bipartisan gloss to.the war in Vi- -

- etnam. .

N ' /'
Mr, Johnson never geases in

his

like  Senator-

pursuit of rapport with any group -begin fumbling and stumbling, no

or individual whose backing or
friendship might ne useful. Nearly
every member of Congress has
been  entertained at the White
House and massaged by the Presi-
dential grip. Majors, Governors,

- teachers, religious leaders, busi-~
néss executives, newspapermen— -

all have heard the President ex-
pound on everything from the bal-

ance of payments to. Vietham. -

Wednesday he made a flying trip
to disaster-stricken areas of the

- Midwest—not to bring anything

|
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tangible to the unfortunate, but .

to demonstrate his sympathy and

matter what misfortunes befall.
No small part of his success so
far has been due to circumstances
beyond his own efforts—the na- |
tional prosperity he inherited, for

_Instance; and the opportunity’ to

interest and that of the Admin- -

istration.” .
. That is why few observers here
believe Mr, Johnson is .likely to

run against Mr. Goldwater. Even

.80, Liyndon Johnson has given am-

ple proof that.he is no longer just
a political accident in the White
House, IT¢- knows what he is doing,
and how to do it, as few Presidents
have, - ' :

"It would be no wonder if some
frustrated opponents, unlike 'the
lean and hungry Cassius, became
convineed that the fault for their

“ecireumstances lay not  in theme

‘selves but in their stars. .
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